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ABSTRACT  
This session provides participants with important information about recent efforts to update accreditation criteria used by 
CSAB and ABET’s Computing Accreditation Council (CAC).  For many years, these two bodies have accredited 
undergraduate academic programs in computing including computer science, information systems and information 
technology. Currently, over 400 programs around the world are accredited.  During the past three years, a joint CAC-CSAB 
team of 19 practitioners and academics has worked to develop an updated set of criteria.  Motivation for these changes 
include publication of revised model curricula, a general desire to reduce assessment burden and increase the focus on 
continuous improvement, and constituent interest in a cost-benefit analysis of the effort required to achieve accreditation.  
During this session, participants will view and discuss the proposed criteria changes. 
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PANEL OVERVIEW AND OBJECTIVES 
For many years, CSAB and ABET’s CAC have accredited academic programs in computer science, information systems and 
information technology.  Accreditation actions are based on a set of eight criteria.  During the past three years, a team of 19 
practitioners and academics representing CSAB and CAC has worked on a significant update of two of these criteria – 
student outcomes and curriculum.  The intent of this panel is to communicate to participants and receive their feedback on the 
proposed criteria update.   
There are two objectives.  First, for participants that are not familiar with the accreditation activities of CSAB and CAC, this 
will provide a brief introduction.  Second, participants will view and discuss the proposed new criteria.  This panel is part of 
CSAB and CAC’s efforts to communicate and socialize these new criteria to academics in the computing space of computer 
science, information systems and information technology. 
PANEL LAYOUT AND DESIGN 
This panel session will have three parts.  First, for those not familiar, the panel members will briefly describe the work of 
CSAB and CAC in accrediting academic programs.  Second, the panel members will explain the revised criteria including the 
motivations for change.  Third, participants will have an opportunity to discuss the revised criteria and raise observations and 
concerns 
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PANEL PARTICIPANTS 
Andrew Borchers is a Professor of Management and chair of Management, Entrepreneurship an Marketing at Lipscomb 
University in Nashville, TN.  He entered the academic world after 20 years as an IS professional and manager in the 
automotive sector.  With respect to accreditation, he has served as a Program Evaluator, Team Chair and Commissioner since 
the early 2000’s.  Andy’s research and teaching interests include IS management, database management, big data analytics 
and enterprise systems. 
Heikki Topi is Professor of Computer Information Systems at Bentley University. His research interests include usability of 
large-scale enterprise systems, computing education, and organizing of systems development, and he is an active textbook 
author (including co-authorship of Modern Database Management, 12
th
 edition). He has been actively involved in leadership 
roles in national and international computing curriculum development and evaluation efforts (including IS 2002, CC2005 
Overview Report, and as co-chair of IS 2010 and the ongoing MSIS curriculum revision projects). He is a member of the 
ACM Education Board and the CAC/CSAB criterion committee. He is former member of CSAB Board of Directors (2009 – 
2015) and TUN Executive Board (2013 – 2016). In 2015, he received the AIS Outstanding Contribution to IS Education 
Award. 
George M. Kasper is Professor of Information Systems in the School of Business at Virginia Commonwealth University.  
He has extensive experience in IS curriculum development, assessment and accreditation.  In the early 1990s, he was part of 
the team that developed the undergraduate IS ‘95 model curriculum, an effort that was jointly sponsored by ACM, DPMA, 
and AIS.  In 2002, he was appointed a representative director to CSAB, and a year later he was chosen to be a CAC 
commissioner where he also served on the committee that produce ABET’s first harmonization of CS, IS and IT criteria.  Kasper 
served as either a CAC team chair or PEV each year for more than a decade.   
Barbara Price is Professor Emerita, Georgia Southern University.  She has worked in various academic positions, served as a 
Fulbright Lecturer, and served in administrative and academic roles at Georgia Southern University including Founding 
Director of the School of Information Technology.  ABET accreditation activities include service on CAC 2004-2008, the 
CAC Executive Committee 2009-2014, and CAC Chair for 2012-13.  In addition, she served on CSAB as ACM 
Representative Director (2008-2014) and ACM Alternate Representative Director (2002-2008). She continues to serve as 
Team Chair for CAC, an ABET Foundation Consultant, and is involved in PEV Training as a Lead Facilitator.  Price has 
been recognized as an ABET Fellow and a CSAB Fellow. 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED 
This session will require a projector so that we can show PowerPoint slides. 
 
 
 
